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Chinese mythology is an important component of ancient Chinese culture,
containing rich stories and legends that reflect the ancient people's understanding

and imagination of natural and social phenomena.
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Chinese mythology refers to stories about supernatural beings such as gods,
immortals, demons, and ghosts that have been passed down in ancient societies.
These stories are usually passed down through word of mouth or written form,
reflecting ancient people's interpretations and fantasies about natural phenomena,

social life, and human origins. Mythology is not only a carrier of culture, but also a
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manifestation of national spirit and values.

Mythology is generally known for its protagonists being immortals, as well as for its
characters such as demons, monsters, Buddhas, and Bodhisattvas; They include
various natural gods and deified heroic figures. The plot of mythology usually
manifests as changes, divine power, strange stories, wars, love, and so on. And it
contains various meanings and feudal superstitions, and the significance of
mythological stories is usually manifested as an explanation of certain natural and
social phenomena; Some expressed the desire of our ancestors to conquer nature
and transform society. It is mainly disseminated to the people through writing

books and word of mouth.
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Chinese mythology can be roughly divided into the following categories:

Ancient mythological stories, such as Pangu's creation of the world, N U wa's repair
of the sky and creation of humans, Jingwei's reclamation of the sea, Kuafu's daily
rise, Dayu's flood control, Gonggong's anger over Mount Buzhou, the Three
Sovereigns and Five Emperors, Shennong's tasting of hundreds of herbs, Cangjie's
creation of characters, and other famous myths.

Religious myths such as Guanyin's attainment of enlightenment and the Eight

Immortals crossing the sea,

Religious mythological stories, such as Guanyin's enlightenment, the Eight
Immortals crossing the sea, Zhong Kui catching ghosts, the legend of Mazu, the
dog biting Lv Dongbin, Gan Jiang Mo Xie, Wine Immortal Du Kang, Dragon Maiden
worshiping Guanyin, Moon Elder leading the red line, the Four Great Divine Beasts,
and other famous mythological stories, are usually related to religious beliefs and

deity worship.
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Folk myths, such as Tianxianpai, the Legend of White Snake, Niulang and Zhinv,
Chang'e Flying to the Moon, Hou Yi Shooting the Sun, Meng Jiangnv Crying Down
the Great Wall, Drilling Wood to Make Fire, Liang Shanbo and Zhu Yingtai, Yugong
Yishan, Magu Offering Life, Acacia Tree, Jigong, the New Year's Eve legend, the
Chinese zodiac, carp leaping over the Longmen Gate, Money Tree and Treasure
Bowl, the Seven Brothers of the Yang Family, Tianshu, the Loong Boat Festival
legend, the Sun Moon Pool legend and other famous myths and legends. These
stories are mostly passed down among the people and have local characteristics.

Literary myths and legends, such as Nezha causing chaos in the sea, causing chaos
in the Heavenly Palace, retrieving scriptures from the West, three battles against the
White Bone Spirit, the Investiture of the Gods List, mountain splitting to save the
mother, and the famous Lotus Lantern. These works combine mythology with

literature, forming a unique cultural phenomenon.
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Pangu Kaitian: Pangu nurtured in chaos for thousands of years, and eventually used
an axe to split the sky and earth, forming the universe.

N  wa created humans: N U wa used clay to fabricate humans and established the
system of marriage, becoming the ancestor of humanity.

Jingwei Filling the Sea: In retaliation for the sea taking away her life, Jingwei Bird
worked hard to fill the sea with stones, symbolizing its indomitable spirit.

Dayu's Flood Control: Dayu protected the people by diverting floods, reflecting the

ancient people's spirit of struggle against natural disasters.
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